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Division 55:  Community Development, $202 500 000 - 
Mr A.P. O’Gorman, Chairman.   

Ms S.M. McHale, Minister for Community Development, Women’s Interests, Seniors and Youth.   

Ms C.J. Brazier, Director General.   

Ms P. Bagdonavicius, Executive Director, Program and Sector Development.   

Mr G. Yell, Director, Financial Services.   

Ms W.M. Dawson, Executive Director, Indigenous Policy Directorate.   

Mr L. McCulloch, Executive Director, Community Development and Statewide Services.   

Ms J.A. Hogben, Executive Director, Office for Seniors Interests and Volunteering.   

Dr D.A. Vicary, Executive Director, Office for Children and Youth.   

Mr M.F. Intini, Executive Director, Business Services.   

Ms M. Osman, Executive Director, Office for Women’s Policy.   

Mr M. Glasson, Acting Executive Director, Family and Domestic Violence Unit.   

The CHAIRMAN (Mr A.P. O’Gorman):  This estimates committee will be reported by Hansard staff.  The daily 
proof Hansard will be published at 9.00 am tomorrow.  

The estimates committee’s consideration of the estimates will be restricted to discussion of those items for which 
a vote of money is proposed in the consolidated fund.  This is the prime focus of the committee.  Although there 
is scope for members to examine many matters, questions need to be clearly related to a page number, item, 
program or amount within the volumes.  For example, members are free to pursue performance indicators that 
are included in the Budget Statements while there remains a clear link between the questions and the estimates.   

It is the intention of the Chairman to ensure that as many questions as possible are asked and answered and that 
both questions and answers are short and to the point. 

The minister may agree to provide supplementary information to the committee, rather than asking that the 
question be put on notice for the next sitting week.  For the purpose of following up the provision of this 
information, I ask the minister to clearly indicate to the committee which supplementary information she agrees 
to provide and I will then allocate a reference number.  If supplementary information is to be provided, I seek the 
minister’s cooperation in ensuring that it is delivered to the committee clerk by 11 June 2004, so that members 
may read it before the report and third reading stages.  If the supplementary information cannot be provided 
within that time, written advice is required of the day by which the information will be made available. 

Details in relation to supplementary information have been provided to both members and advisers and 
accordingly I ask the minister to cooperate with those requirements. 

I caution members that if the minister asks that a matter be put on notice, it is up to the member to lodge the 
question on notice with the Clerk’s office.  Only supplementary information that the minister agrees to provide 
will be sought by 11 June 2004.   

Dr E. CONSTABLE:  I refer the minister to the second dot point under significant issues and trends on page 927 
of the Budget Statements, which states that the number of children in care has increased by 8.5 per cent, which is 
the same percentage as last year.  It also refers to the fact that indigenous children are over-represented in this 
group.  What is the percentage of indigenous children in this group?   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  It is approximately 32 per cent of those children.   

Dr E. CONSTABLE:  Where are most of those children located?   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  Some of them are in relative care, some are in foster care and some are in departmentally-
funded facilities.   

Dr E. CONSTABLE:  What is the percentage of indigenous children in those various categories of care?  
Perhaps those figures could be provided by way of supplementary information if they cannot be provided now.   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  Yes, they are possible to deliver.   

Dr E. CONSTABLE:  I am also interested in where those children are located geographically.  For example, 
what percentage are in the Perth metropolitan area and the different districts of the department?   
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Ms S.M. McHALE:  We can provide country/metropolitan figures.  Is that adequate?   

Dr E. CONSTABLE:  Can the figures be broken down by regions?   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  Yes, we can give the member that information.   

The CHAIRMAN:  Will the minister outline what information she will provide by way of supplementary 
information?   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  We will provide the percentage of indigenous children in the different forms of care and a 
breakdown of where those children are located.  It will certainly be a metropolitan/country split.  We will also 
endeavour to provide information on a regional basis.   

[Supplementary Information No A8.] 
Dr E. CONSTABLE:  How many children in care, or those acting on their behalf, have reported abuse in the past 
12 months?  

Mr J.N. HYDE:  Point of order, Mr Chairman.  How many questions is the member allowed?  She has asked four 
questions.  Are we going back and forth?  What is the order?   

Several members interjected.   

The CHAIRMAN:  Order, members!  The member for Churchlands asked a number of follow-up questions.  
This is how proceedings were handled yesterday and this is the way I have handled proceedings when I have 
been in the Chair.  I will decide who asks the questions.   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I refer the member to page 931 of the Budget Statements, which refers to the percentage of 
children abused in care by carers.  The figure is 10.   

Dr E. CONSTABLE:  Therefore, the 0.37 per cent refers to 10 children in the past year who have -  

Ms S.M. McHALE:  Who have reported some form of abuse.  That abuse could be any form of abuse and is not 
sexual abuse per se.   

Dr E. CONSTABLE:  What is the normal procedure once a report is made?  Have any of those cases led to 
charges being laid?   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  Of those 10 specifically?   

Dr E. CONSTABLE:  Yes.  

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I will explain the process and then I will see whether we can tell the member the status of 
investigations for those 10 cases.  I will ask Lex McCulloch to give the detail of the practice.   

[9.10 am] 

Mr McCULLOCH:  The practice is that if we believe a criminal offence has been committed, we will involve the 
police in the investigation.  We will interview the child and the carer.  If we are really concerned about the abuse 
at the initial report stage, we will remove the child from the placement and obviously make sure the child is safe, 
and we will undertake the investigation, along with the police.   

Dr E. CONSTABLE:  Have any of those cases -   

The CHAIRMAN:  I advise that the way in which the estimates committee is conducted is that the official 
members of the committee need to be given preference, and once they have had a reasonable opportunity, 
additional members will be given -  

Dr E. CONSTABLE:  That is not the case, and it has not been for 14 years; and you know it, Mr Chairman.   

The CHAIRMAN:  Paragraph (4)(c) of the “Guidelines for Estimates Committees’ Chairmen” states -  

After a Chairman is satisfied that all official committee members have had reasonable opportunity to 
ask questions of a Minister about a particular division, the Chairman will then allow other Assembly 
non-committee members to ask questions.   

That is the information I have been given.   

Dr E. CONSTABLE:  The Independents have always been guaranteed the same opportunity.  That has been the 
case for the past 14 years.  

The CHAIRMAN:  The member for Churchlands will be given ample opportunity to ask questions.   



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Wednesday, 19 May 2004] 

 p126c-149a 
The Chairman (mr A.P. O’gorman); Dr Elizabeth Constable; Ms Sheila McHale; Chairman; Mr John Hyde; Mr 

Shane Hill; Mr Terry Waldron; Mr Rob Johnson; Ms Sue Walker; Ms Margaret Quirk; Mr Mike Board 

 [3] 

Mr S.R. HILL:  I refer to page 928 and the need to continue to implement the recommendations of the Gordon 
inquiry.  Can the minister provide an update on the roles and locations of the additional Department for 
Community Development staff employed as part of the Government’s response to the Gordon inquiry?   
Ms S.M. McHALE:  I thank the member for Geraldton for the question.  As the member will know, we have 
committed 25 child protection workers to the Government’s response to the Gordon inquiry.  Ten of those 
workers are in the metropolitan area, and 15 have been allocated to country Western Australia.  The country 
positions are located in Leonora, Meekatharra, Carnarvon, Geraldton, Newman, Roebourne, Port Hedland, Halls 
Creek, Fitzroy Crossing, Derby-Broome and Kununurra.  We also have four positions in the specialist child 
interview unit, and in Mandurah, Rockingham, Mirrabooka, Midland, Fremantle and Armadale.  My 
understanding is that all but six of those positions are currently filled.  There is a difficulty in filling the other 
positions, because they are in absolutely remote Western Australia, so we are looking at different ways of 
attracting people to those positions.  All but two of the 14 Aboriginal support worker positions have been filled 
in a permanent capacity.  Nine of those positions are in the country and five are in the metropolitan area.  The 
country positions are located in Kununurra, Broome, Fitzroy Crossing, Marble Bar, Mt Magnet, Warburton-
Kalgoorlie and Northam-Katanning, and there are positions in five areas in the city.  All of the 12-strong family 
coordinator positions have been filled.  The country positions are located in Northam, Kalgoorlie, Geraldton, 
Broome, Port Hedland, Albany and Bunbury, and there are five positions in the metropolitan area.  Through 
savings from the Gordon inquiry - in other words, money that has not been spent because of delays in appointing 
staff - we have been able to allocate funding for 14 youth and family engagement workers.  All of those positions 
have been filled, and work commenced on 3 May.  All of the positions are in the city, and the workers are 
located in Cannington, Mirrabooka, Armadale, Midland and Perth. 
Mr T.K. WALDRON:  I refer to page 934 and the second dot point under the major achievements for 2003-04, 
which states that the Department for Community Development -  

Commenced an engagement process with residents in Moora, Northam, Narrogin and Merredin with a 
view to working with the community to provide appropriate responses to local issues.   

Can the minister provide any details about the outcome of this process?  Will that engagement process be 
extended to other communities in the region; and, if so, does the minister have any communities in mind? 
Ms S.M. McHALE:  That work started a few months ago.  I will ask Lex McCulloch to give the detail about the 
sort of work that we have been doing with the community and the possibility of extension.   
Mr McCULLOCH:  This is an exciting new way in which we are working.  What we have done in these towns is 
to identify the areas of the towns from which a significant percentage of our work comes, and we have started an 
engagement process with the residents in those areas.  As the minister indicated, it commenced only two or three 
months ago.  I was in Moora just the other day, and our staff in Moora indicated that they are already having 
discussions with the shire about putting a park into that area of the town, because there is nowhere for the 
children and young people to play.  We are engaging with the residents in those communities and sorting through 
the types of responses that they would like in their area to address the issues in their area, and we will build on 
from there.   

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  If this program proves successful, is it intended to extend it to other regional towns?   

Mr McCULLOCH:  We certainly are.  One of the major shifts that we want to make as an organisation is to get 
into the concept of community capacity building.  Recently we advertised six community capacity worker 
positions.  The initial six positions will be in country areas of the State, in Carnarvon, Onslow, Meekatharra, 
Tom Price-Newman, Katanning and Esperance.  We really want to change the way in which we work in those 
communities.   
Mr J.N. HYDE:  I refer to page 929, output 7, and the need to provide quality care for children.  Can the minister 
provide an assurance that well-trained and experienced foster carers are looking after children in the State who 
are placed into care?   
Ms S.M. McHALE:  The short answer is yes, but I will give some detail about how we train foster carers.  I say 
once again that I was quite staggered when I realised that it was not compulsory for foster carers to be trained.  
We have introduced that training, and we will be focusing on that very significantly.  When we consider that 
there are about 1 000 foster carers in the system at the moment, and they are dealing with the most vulnerable 
children in the community, we need to make sure that we are delivering effective training.  I do not think we 
have been doing that significantly in the past.  The current training is broadly training for new carers.  There is 
also ongoing training.  The sorts of things that we look at in training new carers are separation, grief and loss; 
letting go for carers if they are returning a child to the family, or, alternatively, for the child coming into care, 
feelings of separation from family; the value of play from a child development perspective; the effects of 
placement on carers and their families, particularly other siblings in the family; caring for a child who has 
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experienced some form of abuse; the understanding and management of child behaviour; and supporting 
adolescents in care.  That is not the full extent of the training, but they are the broad parameters of the training.  
There is also ongoing training.  A calendar is developed each semester specifically for foster carers.  That is 
advertised through the Foster Care Association of Western Australia.  There is a range of training.  It is certainly 
an area in which we need to make sure that we are doing it better than we have done in the past.  

[9.20 am] 

Mr J.N. HYDE:  An area that carers talk to me about is access to basic training on computer use, which seems to 
me to be a need for basic in-house training.  Carers in Geraldton are considering a sponsorship scheme with 
Apple Computer Australia Pty Ltd.  Have any sponsorship or computer-use projects been considered? 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  That is a good point and it goes to the issue of how - 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  It has nothing to do with the budget. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  Where is it in the budget papers? 

Mr J.N. HYDE:  Page 929, output 7. 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I think the member was using Apple Computer as an example.  The point raised by the 
member for Perth is really about providing educational competence and experience and broad levels of education 
to foster carers so that they can help their foster kids with homework and so on.  I do not think the Department 
for Community Development provides specific training on computer use and those broader issues; however, it is 
something the department might consider.   

Mr J.N. HYDE:  I have a further follow-up question: has the foster care subsidy been increased in this budget? 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  Yes, for the first time in 10 years it was increased last year.  We introduced a 30 per cent 
increase.  The first 10 per cent was made in January 2004, the second 10 per cent will be made in 2005 and the 
following year a further 10 per cent will take it to 30 per cent.  That is a significant increase in support for foster 
carers. 

The CHAIRMAN:  I remind members that they must refer to a point in the budget. 

Mr J.N. HYDE:  It was output 7. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I refer to output 1 on page 929 and the table on page 933.  The program cost has decreased 
from $66.8 million to $65.3 million and the estimated actual figure for this year is $66.8 million.  It is 
remarkable that the budget papers tell us that the program has lost 106 full-time equivalent staff members this 
year from last year’s number, yet expenditure went up in the current year and will fall marginally next year.  
Will the minister explain that to us, please? 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I am sorry, which output? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Output 1, community development.  I refer also to page 933, which shows in a table a loss 
of 106 FTEs this year. 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  In 2004-05 or 2003-04? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  The difference is very little. 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  Is the member talking about 484 to 361 FTEs? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  No, in 2003-04, 484 FTEs were budgeted.  The actual number in 2002-03 was 467, which 
is not a great deal of difference, but the estimate for 2003-04 is 361.  There has therefore been a loss of FTEs in 
that year.  The number in the 2004-05 budget is 373.  Will the minister explain that to us? 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  It is broadly to do with the transfer of FTEs from one output to the other.  The FTEs have 
been transferred from community development to children in care.  The member will see on page 943 a 
significant increase from 678 to 885, which is as a result of the change in outputs and the number of FTEs that 
go from one output to another. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  They are being transferred from which program to which program? 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  They are being transferred from community development, which is output 1 on page 933, to 
care and safety services, which is output 7 on page 943. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Is the minister saying that those members of staff who were doing one job last year have 
now been transferred to another job elsewhere in the department? 
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Ms S.M. McHALE:  I would not say it in those terms.  It is more a definition of the work of those staff members 
and whether it falls under the output for community development or, more appropriately, fits into children in 
care.  The information on FTEs and how they fall into outputs is based on the departments’ labour time 
allocation survey.  There must be a measure of where the staff are and what they are doing - that is the measure; 
then the department makes an assessment of which output it is related to.  That is how it works. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK:  I refer to page 943, major achievements.  I congratulate the minister on the development of 
the Children and Community Services Bill and its passage through the Legislative Assembly, albeit it was a little 
tortuous.  However, the minister will accept that the legislation alone will not prevent children from being 
harmed and that the training and work that support staff do to protect children are also very important issues.  I 
seek the minister’s advice on what training and professional development opportunities workers in child 
protection receive. 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  There have been extensive hours of debate in this Chamber on the Bill.  I acknowledge 
members opposite for their contribution and insight.  It was a shame that the Liberal Party in its closing remarks 
opposed the legislation.  I urge the Opposition to reconsider that position when the Bill is debated in the upper 
House, as it has been recognised as good legislation.  However, the member is absolutely right; the legislation 
alone is not the plank for protecting children.  We need a raft of other strategies and training for staff to pick up 
on the nuances of presenting problems and to identify indicators of concern in families.  All DCD field staff are 
trained to undertake foundation case practice training.  Although staff might come from university with a social 
work degree or another qualification, it is, of itself, not sufficient to equip them for work in such a highly 
charged area.  The foundation case practice training, which every field staff member goes through, identifies the 
basic skills in case and community work, the importance of the supervision process and the importance of 
performing casework in an appropriate cultural context.  Staff then have training in professional development, 
which is considered on a case-by-case basis.  Training is offered through the community skills training centre, 
which is part of DCD.  In 2004 the department will offer training courses in foundation case practice, legal issues 
in child protection, improving and reaffirming skills in managing cases of child sexual abuse, team leader 
training and interviewing children.  The list goes on.  One course is on what staff can learn from the child death 
review so that the material learnt from that will be put back into practice.  I am also informed that there is joint 
training with the Police Service on working collaboratively in the area of child abuse.  A significant range of 
compulsory training is, therefore, offered to staff. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  I refer to significant issues and trends and the three Acts issue. 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  On what page? 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  On page 927.  I also refer to the minister’s comments on training.  Will the minister tell me 
whether DCD provides training to workers to recognise all forms of child sexual abuse; and, if so, is it included 
in the budget? 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  It is included in training. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  How much is in the budget for training to recognise those symptoms, and will the minister 
explain how it works? 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I am not sure whether it is broken down into that component.  I will ask Mr McCulloch 
whether we can provide it. 

Mr McCULLOCH:  Yes, we will be able to provide it. 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I will provide by way of supplementary information details of the total training and the 
proportion of money that goes into training on sexual abuse issues. 

[Supplementary Information No A9.] 
[9.30 am] 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  How many Department for Community Development workers are given that training?   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I understand that, when they come into the department, all field workers do the foundation 
training course to which I referred in response to a question from the member for Girrawheen.  Child abuse is a 
core unit, of course; therefore, all DCD staff employed to work in the area of children and child abuse should be 
trained in the identification and management of child abuse.  

Ms S.E. WALKER:  If all DCD staff are trained to identify, for instance, child sexual abuse and they discover 
cases of child sexual abuse, they would obviously know whom the perpetrators were.  Obviously they would 
refer the cases to DCD officers, who would refer the perpetrators to SafeCare, given that, according to my 
briefing, DCD officers refer 85 per cent of clients in those situations to SafeCare.  How many names of those 
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clients would be forwarded to the new child protection register to be implemented by the Gallop Government?  
The department will know that there are known child sexual molesters.  Will they seek to have their names 
placed on the child protection register that is being established by the Gallop Government?   

Ms M.M. QUIRK:  It has not been established yet.   

Ms S.E. WALKER:  I am not asking the member for Girrawheen; she is not the minister and I do not think she 
ever will be. 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  The perpetrator is not always known. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  There have been 500 child sexual molesters through the SafeCare program in 14 years - 
35.7 a year are identified mostly by DCD and sent there.  Does the minister have the names of those offenders 
and will they be forwarded to the child protection register to protect children in this State?   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I am not aware that the number is 500 so I will not respond to that.  

Ms S.E. WALKER:  Do you know how many?    

Mr J.N. HYDE:  Your whole premise is wrong.  

Ms S.E. WALKER:  The minister must answer.  

Mr J.N. HYDE:  No, she must not.   

The CHAIRMAN:  Order, member for Perth! 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I do not accept the member for Nedlands’ figure of 500 perpetrators.  

Mr J.N. HYDE:  She said offenders.  

The CHAIRMAN:  Order, member for Perth! 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  No; I said “offenders of child abuse”.   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  The basis of the question is not necessarily one that I -  

Ms S.E. WALKER:  Does the minister know the names of the people who attend those programs?   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  Not necessarily.  

Ms S.E. WALKER:  They therefore roam at large.   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  They do not roam at large.  

Dr E. CONSTABLE:  I refer to pages 931 and 933, which indicate that the number of FTEs has been transferred 
from one output to another.  However, according to the figures on page 931 there has been no corresponding 
transfer of funds.  Given that transfer of FTEs, how can the appropriation remain the same while the number of 
FTEs has dropped dramatically? 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I am looking at page 931.   

Dr E. CONSTABLE:  The appropriation for delivery of output 1 is at the very bottom of the page.  It is virtually 
the same for the forthcoming year as it is for this year, yet the number of FTEs has dropped dramatically due to a 
number of them being transferred, as the minister explained a moment ago.  I cannot understand why the 
appropriation is the same, although the number of FTEs has decreased by more than 100.  

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I am informed that a reduction is not evident because additional money has come from the 
Department of Health for the building blocks program.  There is a notation on page 931 that that money was 
previously allocated as a grant.  It is now being allocated as a direct appropriation.  I can see the member’s logic 
that, given the number of FTEs has decreased, the appropriation should decrease, but the funding is being topped 
up by the direct appropriation for building blocks.  

Dr E. CONSTABLE:  The same applies to care and safety services under output 7.  There is a huge increase in 
the number of FTEs because a number of them have been transferred, but the appropriation is basically the same.   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  Will the member for Churchlands remind me of the page number? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE:  I am sorry.  Pages 942 and 943 contain two tables showing the number of FTEs and the 
appropriation for that output.  

Ms S.M. McHALE:  With reference to the figures on page 942, the difference between the 2003-04 budget and 
the estimate for 2004-05 is a significant increase for the new child protection workers.  The estimated actual for 
2003-04 is higher because of a carryover from the previous financial year.  Any carryover is now shown as part 
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of the estimated actual; namely, the cost of that output.  A comparison between the 2003-04 budget column and 
the 2004-05 column provides confirmation of an increase in funding. 
Dr E. CONSTABLE:  The same problem with the number of FTEs exists on page 943.  In this output the 
appropriation does not seem to be sufficient to account for that transfer of FTEs.  
Ms S.M. McHALE:  There is a $10 million increase, as shown on page 942.   
Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Page 942?   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  Yes, the cost of output 7 in 2003-04 was $131 million.  We spent $137 million because we 
carried money over from the previous financial year.  The next financial year we estimate spending $141 million.  
Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  You are estimating that amount but you are not spending it.  

Ms S.M. McHALE:  It is the amount that has been appropriated.  We have not spent it yet.  
The CHAIRMAN:  Members must get the call through me for questions, otherwise I will receive complaints 
from committee members that they have not been able to ask a sufficient number of questions.  

Mr S.R. HILL:  I refer to the third dot point on page 943.  Please advise whether the women’s domestic violence 
help line is achieving success in assisting women who experience family and domestic violence.   

[9.40 am] 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  This reflects an election commitment.  It was established this financial year and started in 
August 2003.  The figures from August 2003 to March 2004 indicate that the phone line has received nearly 
1 700 calls.  Of those calls, 61 have assisted women who have been attempting to leave a violent situation.  We 
also have the crisis care line.  It received calls from victims of domestic violence as well.  For that same period, 
the number of calls was about 2 100.  Slightly fewer calls are going through to the domestic violence line than to 
the crisis care line.  That suggests to me that the DV line is perhaps reaching a different group of callers.  The 
individual calls to that line have lasted approximately half an hour, so quite a degree of work is going into each 
of those calls, and a significant amount of counselling would occur with an average of half an hour per caller.  
We are monitoring the DV help line.  We want to make sure that it is money well invested and to ascertain 
whether there are better ways of using that money, if this is not the best way.  So far there have been, as I said, 
nearly 1 700 calls. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  I refer to the third dot point of major initiatives for 2004-05 on page 936 of the Budget 
Statements, which deals with expanding the training opportunities available through the Cadets WA program.  I 
was approached in 2003 by the Bridgetown High School about the outcomes of the review of the Cadets WA 
program.  At the time the minister advised that those schools that already had the Cadets WA program would not 
be permitted to establish a new unit, and that schools joining the program for the first time in 2003 would be 
limited to one cadet unit only.  I was a little concerned at the sliding scale of payments, which decreased during 
the term of a cadet’s membership of the program.  I think $450 was allocated for each first-year cadet, $350 for 
each second-year cadet, and $250 for each third-year cadet.  How does the department intend to provide for an 
expansion of the training opportunities?  Can the minister advise us of the budget allocation for this area?  

Ms S.M. McHALE:  We have 154 units currently.  The funding for cadets has remained constant.  The reason 
we changed the level of funding to a sliding scale was to enable us to look at the possibility of expanding within 
the same budget, basically, because we knew that the costs for subsequent years were not as high as the costs for 
the first year.  People did not need to buy a uniform every year or to buy equipment every year, because the 
schools are pretty well resourced with equipment.  We thought that a sliding scale was a good way to go to 
manage the amount of money, which is $2.5 million.  That has remained unchanged since 2001-02.   

We have tried to encourage cadet units to operate outside school hours, because that was the intention of the 
program.  However, recognising some of the difficulties that schools have in regional Western Australia, we 
allowed schools to seek an exemption from that.  Obviously, we would not impede units if they just could not 
operate outside school time.  We have been keen to look at how we can extend the program to kids who 
otherwise are not engaging in it, particularly Aboriginal children.  I will ask Dave Vicary, the head of the Office 
for Children and Youth, to add some more comments.   

Dr VICARY:  One of the things we try to do with the Cadets WA program, as the minister said, is to make it 
more inclusive.  We have developed a cadet unit that is made up of special needs young children.  We have 
indigenous units as well that are spread throughout the State.  We are also working towards a cadet summit.  We 
would bring representatives of the units to Perth to have a say about the types of things they would like to see 
developed in the Cadets WA program itself.   
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Mr T.K. WALDRON:  The budget states that the department is looking to expand the program.  Is the minister 
confident that the department will be able to expand it?  I come from a rural area, and I have looked at this 
program over the past couple of years.  It seems to me that there has been a resurgence in the popularity of this 
program.  Young people want to participate in it.  In country areas, it is a terrific bonus.  I hope that the 
department will be able to extend it even further.  I would certainly support it if it could do that.   

Ms M.M. QUIRK:  In the first dot point on page 945 it is noted that 50 additional workers are being appointed to 
the department this year to boost the department’s ability to care for children and work with their families.  Can 
the minister elaborate on that? 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  This is the most significant funding increase to the department in more than a decade.  I 
have recognised over the years that the department has been under-resourced.  I have also been briefed on the 
various reports over the past number of years that have pointed to resource pressures in the department.  
Unfortunately, those reports did not result in additional funds for workers of this nature.  I am very delighted that 
this budget has delivered to the department an extra 50 workers, which will take some of the pressure off the 
staff, and will also be used to manage the measures in the new Bill, when it ultimately goes through the upper 
House.  I think the split is that 35 workers will go to the metropolitan area, which is where most of the children 
in care are located, and 15 will go to regional Western Australia.  We are providing those workers, and we have 
provided workers as a result of the Gordon inquiry.  Our Government has increased the number of field workers 
by 115.  That is a huge boost to the workers in the Department for Community Development.   

The CHAIRMAN:  I have a list in front of me, and I am trying to make sure that questions are asked by 
members on each side of the House in turn, so that everybody has the opportunity to ask a question.  
Occasionally, members are jumping in with further questions without seeking the call.  I advise members that 
they need to seek the call; otherwise, the microphones will not pick up the speaker.  I also advise that we are 
dealing with divisions 55, 56 and 57.  At the moment we are dealing with division 55.   

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I refer to the last dot point of significant issues and trends on page 928, which states - 

Children and young people require a greater involvement in decision making about matters that affect 
their lives.  The Department is responding to this need through the establishment of forums and 
processes which encourage children and young people, including those in regional areas, to have a 
voice. 

Obviously, the department is saying that it is enhancing the opportunities for children to have a voice.  How does 
the minister reconcile that statement with what appears on page 929, which shows a funding cut to the children’s 
and young persons’ policy in 2004-05 of $25 000, or three per cent?  That is in output 2.  I am interested to know 
how the minister can reconcile the statement on one page with the funding shown on the other page.  The 
funding is being cut by three per cent or $25 000 to that very program under which the department is trying to 
give children a voice.   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  The Office for Children and Youth is split over two outputs; that is, outputs 1 and 2.  
Therefore, when we look at the budget for the Office for Children and Youth, we need to look at both of those 
outputs.  We have done some good, innovative work in reaching out to children.  We have had some very 
successful forums and workshops with children.  We had a forum last year that involved something like 700 
children.  The Office for Children and Youth was established through an advisory group of children and young 
people, who undertook consultations with other young people to get a better feel for how the office should 
operate and work.  The Government has established an interim children’s advisory group and has promoted the 
youth register to work with children and young people’s organisations and encourage them to train and increase 
the skills of young people so that they can be potential nominees for boards and committees.  The reduction of 
$25 000 - 

[9.50 am] 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  It is in the Budget Statements in black and white on page 929.   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I am not disputing that, member for Hillarys.  I am happy for a financial officer to provide 
the member with information about where the $25 000 is.  I will make a general statement about budget figures.  
The estimated actual figures for 2003-04 include carryovers.  That applies right across departmental budgets, not 
just mine. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I am aware of that.   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  Money from 2003 has been carried over into 2004.  The estimated actual is the money that 
is estimated to have been spent over the year; it is not the budget figure.  Although a percentage difference can 
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be worked out, it is not a cut in the budget because more money is added, which has been carried over from the 
previous year.   

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  That makes it worse.  Upon examination of the budget of $4.5 million in 2003-04, it 
appears that the minister has said the actual amount spent was $4.2 million, which was less than what the budget 
papers estimated would be expended last year.  When last year’s budget is compared with this year’s budget, it 
shows an even bigger cut.  It appears that the Government has budgeted these figures.  It does not spend it.  It 
makes announcements that it will do this, that and the other but does not do any of those things so that the money 
is carried forward from one year to the next.  As a follow-up question, the minister also mentioned - 

Mr J.N. HYDE:  You used to spend the money you did not have.   

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Why does the member for Perth not be quiet?  This has nothing to do with him.  I want to 
hear from the minister, not from the member for Perth. 

Mr J.N. HYDE:  You will be shown up for this one.   

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Earlier, the minister said that the young people’s policy is in two outputs.  The only output 
I can see on page 929 that refers to that is output 2.  What other output is the minister referring to?   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I referred to output 1.   

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  That is the same story; it is even worse.  There is a decrease in the amount budgeted for in 
that output.  The budget for last year has been reduced this year.  This clearly shows that the Government has cut 
funding in those areas.   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I can assure the member that the bottom line is that the Government has not cut funding.  It 
is a matter of ensuring that the work the Department for Community Development does in its various offices are 
appropriately allocated to the different outputs.  To give the member a practical example, the sorts of things that 
are in output 1, which is community development, include the Youth Grants WA, the youth coordinator 
networks, the YouthSpaces and Facilities Fund and community services funding.  Output 2 includes initiatives 
such as the Cadets WA, the Positive Image Award, the speaker’s circle, the WA Youth Awards Showcase, the 
National Indigenous Youth Leadership Group, the Family and Children’s Advisory Council, youth advisory 
committees, the ethnic children young persons at risk project, youth employment policies and the web site.  The 
member must look at the two outputs to get the total amount of money that the Office for Children and Youth 
spends.  It is not a case of there being one allocation for this office and one for the women’s policy; it is spread 
across the outputs of the whole department.   

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Can the minister provide me by way of supplementary information the exact amount of 
money that is being spent on youth in these policies.   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  On youth?   

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  In both of those outputs.  To me it looks as though the Government is fudging the figures.  
It is putting some funding into this output and some funding into that output.  It will be very difficult to find out 
exactly what is being spent on those policies and facilities and the functions of the youth area if we must try to 
scramble through 100 pages to find the actual figures.   

Mr J.N. HYDE:  Do some homework. 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I am happy to provide by way of supplementary information the total amount of funding 
that is allocated to the Office for Children and Youth.   

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Will the minister itemise what funding is categorised under outputs 1 and 2?  That is what I 
want to know.   

[Supplementary Information No A10.]   

Mr J.N. HYDE:  I refer to major achievements for 2003-04 on page 933 of the Budget Statements.  The first dot 
point refers to the early years strategy.  Will the minister advise how many early years sites have been identified 
so far?   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  The department has identified and is working with 12 sites.  It is working at a very local 
level.  Therefore, each site might be different.  The object of the work is to increase the understanding among the 
communities and families in that local area of the importance of the early years of development.  The first six 
sites were located in Carnarvon, Gosnells, Halls Creek, Kalgoorlie, Mandurah and Midland.  I will list the 12 
sites in alphabetical order.  They are: Armadale, Bayswater-Maylands, Carnarvon, Clarkson-Merriwa, Gosnells, 
Halls Creek, Kalgoorlie, Midland, Mandurah, Newman, Rockingham and Tom Price.  The Cabinet has just 
approved an additional six sites, which include Bunbury, the Hamilton Hill area and Mullewa.  The next one is 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Wednesday, 19 May 2004] 

 p126c-149a 
The Chairman (mr A.P. O’gorman); Dr Elizabeth Constable; Ms Sheila McHale; Chairman; Mr John Hyde; Mr 

Shane Hill; Mr Terry Waldron; Mr Rob Johnson; Ms Sue Walker; Ms Margaret Quirk; Mr Mike Board 

 [10] 

interesting.  The department will work with Somali families.  It is not a geographical location; it is a group of 
families who we know have problems in the community and with whom we want to work at an earlier age.  The 
department will work with Somali families and in the Ngaanyatjarra lands, which includes Warburton, and 
Wirrimanu, or the Balgo area.  There are significant issues in Balgo.  Those six sites and communities have just 
been endorsed.  In the next round the department will consider including Fitzroy Crossing and Mirrabooka.   

Mr J.N. HYDE:  As a supplementary question, in the first lot of six that the minister referred to, she was not just 
referring to six projects.  How many projects are there within those sites and what is the budget figure?   

Ms S.E. WALKER:  Point of order.   

The CHAIRMAN:  Before the minister answers, I point out that that is not a supplementary question; it is a 
further question.  Supplementary questions refer to additional information that will be provided later. 

Mr J.N. HYDE:  I am sorry, I was just using the terminology of the member for Nedlands.  I appreciated your 
ruling, Mr Chairman, when she was wrong. 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  In the first six sites are 17 early years projects, and the funding for that was $215 000.   

I am entirely in the hands of the estimates committee.  I wonder whether the committee has ideas of breakdowns 
of times so that I can have the next agencies on stand-by?  Have any arrangements been worked out as to how to 
split up the four hours?   

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  We are not even one hour into this division, so from our point of view, there are more 
questions in this area.   
Ms S.M. McHALE:  That is fine.  I wondered whether members had some idea of when they wanted to deal with 
disability services. 
Ms S.E. WALKER:  Not until 11.30 am.   
Ms S.M. McHALE:  That is okay. 

Mr J.N. HYDE:  We have an hour for the arts, which is the final hour. 
Ms S.E. WALKER:  No, we do not at all.   

Mr J.N. HYDE:  It is up to parliamentarians, who are here to choose.  It is about priorities. 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  It is not up to government members, it is up to us; we are the Opposition.  

Ms S.E. WALKER:  Children are the priority for members on this side.   
The CHAIRMAN:  Order, members! 
Mr J.N. HYDE:  Opposition members do not care about disability services or the arts; they are a disgrace.  

Ms S.E. WALKER:  You are a twit.  Where is the member’s harlequin suit? 
Mr J.N. HYDE:  That is for the arts.  I want to wear it during the last hour.  
[10.00 am] 
The CHAIRMAN:  Order, member for Perth!  It is clear we have three divisions to get through.  At the moment 
the committee is dealing with division 55.  There has been an indication that we will go to the disability services 
division 56 at 11.30 am.  I would also like to clarify a time for a comfort break.  Normally after two hours it is 
time for a comfort break and it is probably appropriate that we slot that in now.  If members agree, we will have 
a 10 minute break at 11 o’clock. 
Ms S.E. WALKER:  I am happy to keep going. 
Mr J.N. HYDE:  You have been out on your mobile phone half the morning. 
The CHAIRMAN:  Order!  We will have a 10 minute break at 11 o’clock.   
Ms S.E. WALKER:  Output 8 on page 929 refers to the family and domestic violence coordination funding.  
Why has there been a $109 000 decrease in the funding for domestic violence? 
Ms S.M. McHALE:  I will explain this for the member for Nedlands, but there certainly has not been a cut to the 
family and domestic violence coordination funding. 
Ms S.E. WALKER:  That is not what the figures say. 
Ms S.M. McHALE:  The member asked this question last week in the House and I indicated then that domestic 
and family violence was a key area for the Government and is not an area we will be cutting.  In fact we have 
increased funding through our election commitments.  I am happy to have one of my advisers explain the 
intricacies of the figures on that page.  It is broadly to do with two things: one is the carryover, and the second is 
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the establishment of a separate family and domestic violence unit in July 2002.  As the member may be aware, 
there was not a separate family violence unit; it was part of the women’s policy unit.  To strengthen the work we 
were doing around family violence, we created a new unit and we removed the work and basically half the staff 
of the women’s policy unit to the family and domestic violence unit.  There had to be some allocation of the 
funds that were previously appropriated to the women’s policy unit into the family and domestic violence area.  
There was an impact of the carryover into 2003-04; in July 2002 we established a new output framework, which 
is output 8, and the unit was created as a separate entity.  It was previously part of the women’s policy office.  
Prior to the split it was difficult to apportion overheads between the two functions.  There was the function of 
women’s policy and the function of family and domestic violence.  I am advised that in 2001-02 we had a 
disproportionately high budget figure because they had apportioned the amount of money that was being spent 
on family violence.  In 2003-04 an amount was included in the estimated actuals for carryover, and I am advised 
that in finalising the 2004-05 budget the unit indicated that it would be slightly overspent in 2003-04 and 
therefore there was no anticipated carryover included in 2004-05.  In fact I believe there will be an 
underspending of about $150 000.  If we had known that in February when the budget papers were put together, 
the budget would have shown an extra $150 000.  The figures would have come closer together.  In the 2002-03 
budget figures the carryover estimated was higher.  In 2003-04 the amount of underspend was $240 000.  That 
creates the perception of a decrease, but in practice when working on the budget there is no decrease; in fact 
there is an increase. 
Ms S.E. WALKER:  There is no perception in the budget papers.  There is a $109 000 difference in family and 
domestic violence coordination.  There is a $109 000 difference in reality.  Recently we have seen a lot of 
women murdered in this State following domestic violence and I would have thought there would have been a 
substantial increase in funding, not a cut. 
Ms S.M. McHALE:  I will respond to that because I tried to explain the construction of the budget papers and to 
explain why the figures show that decrease.  If the member is then extrapolating to say that the Government has 
cut the budget, I have to say that she is wrong. 
Ms S.E. WALKER:  It is there in black and white. 
Ms S.M. McHALE:  I have explained the construction of the budget in terms of carryovers and underspending.  
In reality the budget has increased.  In terms of output 8, we are spending $2.5 million, but there are other 
programs working to protect women.  The member should not just look at this particular output to get an 
estimate of what the Government is doing.  I want to make it absolutely clear that if the member is trying to 
develop an argument that we have cut the budget, she could not be further from the truth. 

[Mr A.J. Dean took the Chair.] 
Ms M.M. QUIRK:  I refer the minister to the last dot point on page 928 concerning children and ask what is the 
Government’s current position on the establishment of a children’s commissioner? 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I thank the member for the question.  I have a copy of my press release, which I am happy 
to hand to the member.  We have been working systematically to improve the support services for children.  We 
have restructured the Office of Children and the Office of Youth Affairs to make sure that we can promote the 
best interests of children.  The key role of that office was to strengthen the voices of children and to encourage 
young people in decision making.  The member knows, because she has been advocating for this, that the 
Gordon report recommended a children’s commission.  At the time we said that that would not be our immediate 
priority because we had to get more money into the frontline services.  We delivered that through the Gordon 
report and it was delivered to the department in this budget.  In terms of making sure resources have gone to the 
department, we have done that for the first time in at least a decade.  The member knows because she has been 
reminding me that it has been Labor Party policy for a number of years to have an office of children and an 
independent children’s advocate or commission.  I can tell the member that Cabinet on Monday gave the green 
light for the establishment of a children’s commission and we will be working over the next few months to look 
at the best and the worst aspects of the various models of children’s commissions to make sure that we design 
something that will best support children in Western Australia. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK:  I have a further question, minister.   

The CHAIRMAN:  I did not think the minister had finished answering the original question. 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I was going to say that we were not just going to take something off the shelf and say that 
this is right for Western Australia, because we need to design something that best meets the cultural diversity of 
this State and what we already have in place.  I have seen some children’s commissions that are enormous 
bureaucracies and I doubt the efficacy of some of those for improvements for children.  We are not setting up a 
huge bureaucracy.  We will want to avoid duplication of what we are currently doing in Western Australia. 
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Ms S.E. Walker interjected. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK:  I understand the member for Nedlands is impatient to ask another question, but I would be 
very pleased if she would desist from asking questions when we are trying to listen to the minister’s answers. 

The CHAIRMAN:  Order!  I am not sure what members had for breakfast this morning, but everyone is grumpy.  
I am in control here and the member for Geraldton has the call. 

[10.10 am] 

Ms M.M. QUIRK:  I have not finished my further question yet.   

The CHAIRMAN:  I thought you had, member for Girrawheen.  I ask the member to put her question more 
succinctly.   

Ms M.M. QUIRK:  I note that the minister is saying that she will not necessarily be following slavishly a model 
from another State.  Is there any current model for a children’s commissioner that the minister is leaning towards 
or prefers at this stage?   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I have looked at both the Queensland and New South Wales models, and they are very 
different.  There is also the model in New Zealand.  The social policy unit of the Department of the Premier and 
Cabinet will be working with me and other ministers to look at where the gaps are in Western Australia.  It will 
be an independent commission.  We will in all likelihood, as the other commissions have done, pick up on the 
child death review, the recommendations of the advisory council, and ultimately the employment screening.  We 
will also be looking at the current research capacity and whether it can play any role in review and regulation.  
To pick up on the member for Nedlands’ interjection, it is not in the budget because the construction of the 
budget starts in November.  The budget contains the money for the new child protection workers.  Our 
commitment was to get resources into the department before we started to set up any other structures.  We will 
be working on that matter over the next couple of months and we will then need to look at the budget 
implications for an office of this nature, depending on its ultimate functions.   

Ms S.E. WALKER:  Running scared! 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I give a decent answer and I get that sort of response!  It is hardly worth responding.  

Dr E. CONSTABLE:  I refer to page 927.  I return to my first question about children in care who have reported 
abuse or have had others report on their behalf.  We got as far as finding out that there were 10 such children.  
How many of those 10 children were indigenous children?  How many of those allegations were substantiated 
and how many charges were laid?  Have any of the children who have alleged abuse been returned to the carers 
whom they were with at the time of the alleged abuse?   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I cannot give the details on those questions.  I am happy to take them as a supplementary.  
We will provide as supplementary information how many of these 10 children are indigenous, how many have 
been returned to care -  

Dr E. CONSTABLE:  And of the investigations, how many charges have been laid.   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  Yes.  I must put on the record, though, that an allegation of abuse could, for instance, be an 
allegation of excessive discipline, and in that instance -  

Dr E. CONSTABLE:  Perhaps the minister would outline each case to clarify that. 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I will be happy to do that. 

[Supplementary Information No A11.] 
Dr E. CONSTABLE:  I am sure the minister would agree that 10 children is 10 too many.  What is the 
department doing now to make sure the number is zero when I ask the question again next year?  I am not sure 
that the minister will be here when I ask the question again next year.   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  Thank you, member for Nedlands! 

Dr E. CONSTABLE:  Churchlands, if the minister does not mind. 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  Sorry.  There is no comparison.  

I do not know that I will ever be able to say zero, mainly because the department takes any allegation of 
excessive behaviour very seriously.  It goes back to the training of foster carers and the appropriateness of 
discipline.  How we could possibly put a child who has already been traumatised in a situation in which the child 
is further traumatised by either a foster carer or a responsible person really comes down to how we can better 
screen our foster carers, and the sort of checking we do.  We need to make sure that we have the best screening 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Wednesday, 19 May 2004] 

 p126c-149a 
The Chairman (mr A.P. O’gorman); Dr Elizabeth Constable; Ms Sheila McHale; Chairman; Mr John Hyde; Mr 

Shane Hill; Mr Terry Waldron; Mr Rob Johnson; Ms Sue Walker; Ms Margaret Quirk; Mr Mike Board 

 [13] 

practice and the best training.  We need to make sure that we have a central care register.  In the same way that 
we did not have compulsory training for foster carers, the department did not have a register of foster carers who 
were working with non-government agencies.  We now have such a register.  That allows us to ensure that if 
there are concerns about foster carers who are working for a non-government agency, we can keep better tabs on 
those carers.  There is clearly a need for compulsory training.  The work that we have been doing around the 
concept of duty of care will ensure that the department has much better information.  Those are the main 
elements of a better protection system for children in care.   
Mr S.R. HILL:  I refer to page 944, dot point five, and the need for a coordinated central service for women in 
crisis as a result of family and domestic violence.  Have women been using this centre, and how has it helped 
them?   
Ms S.M. McHALE:  Absolutely.  This question is about the central domestic violence advocacy and support 
service.  This is a new support service that we established in September 2003.  This really has been one of the 
best services and facilities that we have established.  It brings together government and non-government service 
providers.  It is a holistic approach that provides a central point of call for women in crisis.  Since it was 
launched, the service has had over 3 100 contacts and has undertaken comprehensive work with 249 women and 
four men.  The 3 100 contacts since September 2003 is evidence that this central and holistic bringing together of 
all the services is very important.  The services that have been provided are as follows: over 124 people received 
advocacy support; 33 people received specific legal advice; 14 people received court support; 180 people 
received police services support; and 120 people were assisted to obtain a violence restraining order, 14 of which 
were for children.  The centre also has a counselling group for women who experience family and domestic 
violence, and it also works with children.  In the short time in which the model has been operating, it has been 
highly successful.  We are hoping to extend the model to other areas in the metropolitan area and also, when we 
get additional funding, to regional Western Australia.   

Ms S.E. WALKER:  I refer to page 928, dot point one, which states -  

Indigenous persons are over represented in many areas of the Department’s work, particularly child 
protection and family violence. 

It then goes on to talk about child abuse in Aboriginal communities.  Are there any child protection workers for 
Warburton?   
Ms S.M. McHALE:  There are two. 
Ms S.E. WALKER:  How do they operate?  In particular, what do they do when they pick up incidents of child 
sexual abuse? 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I am informed that we have allocated two positions.  They have not yet been filled. If the 
member wants to know how child protection workers would operate in remote areas, I will ask Lex McCulloch 
to give that detail.   
Ms S.E. WALKER:  I want to know whether any have been operating at Warburton and whether they have 
picked up any incidents of child sexual abuse.    
Mr McCULLOCH:  We will actually have three workers in Warburton - two child protection workers, and an 
Aboriginal support worker.  That service has been provided out of Laverton.  Similar to the police, we have had 
to make trips around the central reserves.  We have had to build relationships with other agencies in the central 
reserves, particularly health, and obviously with indigenous communities.  To answer the question directly, I 
cannot sitting here give any figures on the incidence of sexual abuse that we have picked up at Warburton. 
[10.20 am] 
Ms S.E. WALKER:  I am sorry, I cannot hear the adviser. 

Mr McCULLOCH:  I cannot, sitting here, give the member the number of incidents of sexual abuse that we have 
picked up at Warburton.  

Ms S.E. WALKER:  The adviser cannot? 

Mr McCULLOCH:  No, I do not have those figures.   

Ms S.E. WALKER:  Have any been picked up? 

Mr J.N. HYDE:  I have a point of order, Mr Chairman: questions must go through you and it is at the discretion 
of the minister for an adviser to answer a question.  We cannot have staff being harassed - 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  I could not hear what Mr McCulloch was saying, Mr Chairman.   

The CHAIRMAN:  I thank the member for Nedlands.   
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Ms S.E. WALKER: I am not harassing, I just cannot hear what is being said. 

The CHAIRMAN:  I call the member for Nedlands to order for the first time.  The member for Perth was taking 
a point of order. 

Mr J.N. HYDE:  The point of order is that members cannot harass or intimidate staff in this Chamber.  All 
questions must go through you, Mr Chairman, to the minister and the minister decides who will answer the 
question. 

The CHAIRMAN:  I thank the member for Perth. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Mr Chair, that is exactly what happened. 

The CHAIRMAN:  Is this a point of order, member for Hillarys? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  It certainly is.  The member for Perth, who has been a pain in the whatsit all morning, is 
trying to delay the proceedings.  The question went through the minister and the minister deflected it to Mr 
McCulloch.  It is quite legitimate for Mr McCulloch to answer if the minister so approves.   

Mr J.N. HYDE:  Not to answer five further questions. 

The CHAIRMAN:  I thank the member for Perth. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  It is up to the minister, not the member for Perth.   

The CHAIRMAN:  I thank the member for Hillarys.  I will not hesitate to call members to order.  I have already 
called the member for Nedlands to order once this morning.  A point of order was taken; it is quite clear that the 
question should go through the minister.  I will give the member for Nedlands the benefit of the doubt that she 
did not hear the first answer and was following up on it.  However, I ask members to ensure that all questions are 
directed through the minister including follow-up questions in the same conversation and the same sentence; 
they go through the minister, not directly to the advisers.  I ask members to please observe that convention, 
which, I think, is also in the standing orders. 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  Mr Chair, Mr McCulloch was saying that he does not have the information on him to 
inform the member for Nedlands how may, if any, allegations of child abuse have come from Warburton.  That 
information can be provided by way of supplementation.  The information I will provide is the number of 
allegations of sexual abuse that have come from the Warburton community, perhaps over the last 12 months.  Is 
that what the member wants? 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  Yes.  I have a further question. 
The CHAIRMAN:  Is it a follow-up question on the same theme? 
Ms S.E. WALKER:  Yes, Mr Chairman, and I thank you for your protection from the member for Perth.  In 
relation exactly to this point, yesterday in the budget estimates the Attorney General said he was very concerned 
about the community at Warburton.  He said that paedophiles were operating in the community, exploiting 
young people for the purpose of sexual gratification and destroying their lives by giving them money to buy glue 
or giving them glue and giving them alcohol.  The Attorney General painted a very dark picture of paedophilia 
and paedophiles operating in Warburton.  When these offenders, particularly intrafamilial offenders, are 
identified in the community, what will the minister do with them?  Will the minister send them away from the 
community or what will she do? 
Ms S.M. McHALE:  I congratulate the Attorney General on his initiative to introduce legislation on petrol 
sniffing and solvent abuse.  It is an underlying problem and gives rise to these issues.   

Ms S.E. WALKER:  Are they going to be sent to SafeCare? 
Ms S.M. McHALE:  Warburton was clearly identified through the Gordon inquiry and our other work as a key 
area that needs additional resources.  It is one site that is earmarked for a multifunction police station where our 
staff will work very closely with police.  It has been acknowledged that it is very difficult for staff who work in 
isolated communities, particularly when they are confronted by decades of abuse.  When we appoint these staff, I 
hope, very soon -  
Ms S.E. WALKER:  When will it be?  Children are in need up there. 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  Our people will be working with families through the justice system to protect them from 
further abuse.   

Ms S.E. WALKER:  Like the SafeCare program? 
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The CHAIRMAN:  Before we move on to the member for Girrawheen, who will be given the call, the minister 
said she would provide supplementary information on the number of allegations of sexual abuse in the 
Warburton community over the past 12 months. 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  That is right. 

[Supplementary Information No A12.] 
Ms M.M. QUIRK:  I refer to the third paragraph on page 944 concerning the implementation of funding 
initiatives arising from the State Homelessness Taskforce.   

Ms S.E. WALKER:  Mr Chairman, could I take a point of order? 

The CHAIRMAN:  The member for Girrawheen is asking a question.  I am not sure what the point of order 
would be, but go ahead. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  I asked a question and I was interrupted on a point of order, so I just take a point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN:  I will allow it.  What is the point of order? 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  I wonder what the silent nodding is all the time to you as Chairman.  Has it anything to do - 
I hope not - with the ranking of questions? 

Ms M.M. QUIRK:  That is outrageous! 

The CHAIRMAN:  No, the member for Perth was seeking the call.  The member for Wagin has the next call, 
then the member for Perth and the member for Hillarys after him. 

Mr J.N. HYDE:  Point of order -  

The CHAIRMAN:  There is no point of order, members. 

Mr J.N. HYDE:  May I bring up another point of order? 

The CHAIRMAN:  No, there is no point of order.  The member for Girrawheen has the call. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK:  I refer to page 944 and the implementation of funding initiatives arising from the State 
Homelessness Taskforce as one of the major achievements in 2003-04.  Will the minister advise what projects 
have been implemented from this initiative? 

Mr J.N. HYDE:  Point of order, Mr Chairman.  We have just had a spurious point of order and we now have 
another member coming in and leaning over your Table. 

The CHAIRMAN:  I thank the member for Perth.   

Mr J.N. HYDE:  Is this the way we are running estimates? 

The CHAIRMAN:  I thank the member for Perth.  Will the minister answer the question? 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  Thank you, Mr Chair, and I thank the member for Girrawheen for the question.  The DCD 
has been doing a significant amount of work on a strategy that crosses other government agencies, including the 
Department of Health and Department of Housing and Works.  However, my department with its budget has 
established a new service to support people in private rental accommodation to maintain their housing and avoid 
eviction.  That program costs about $1 million a year.  We have established services in Geraldton, Busselton, 
Peel and the metropolitan area.  We recognise that homelessness can be caused through financial pressures.  We 
have increased funding to all financial counselling services.  We have specifically set up a new youth 
counselling service through the youth legal service to help young people overcome debt issues and avoid getting 
into debt, which leads to homelessness when they cannot pay their credit cards, mobile phones and car loans.  
Often it is the rent that is sacrificed in that situation.  We have set up a new service to assist people in the 
metropolitan area who are experiencing a housing crisis to obtain stable accommodation and avoid the need to 
use crisis accommodation.  All those services are therefore linked in with each other.  There are problems 
sometimes with women accessing a women’s refuge.  We need to facilitate women to find permanent or 
transitional accommodation to free up the beds in women’s refuges.  Homelessness, as I have said time and 
again, is not just about people on the street; it is about people who are in temporary accommodation, people 
sleeping on the floor of family members or friends or people in supported accommodation.  There is a raft of 
services to deal with those people. 

The CHAIRMAN:  On the point of clarity and openness, the batting order is Wagin, Perth, Hillarys, Girrawheen, 
Churchlands, Geraldton, Nedlands. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  I assure you, Mr Chairman, that I have had a good breakfast and I am not grumpy. 
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Ms S.M. McHALE:  Neither is the member for Churchlands, which is great. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  In fact, I am as happy as Larry!  I refer to page 936, major initiatives for 2004-05, the 
third dot point on expanding training opportunities available through the Cadets WA program.  Did the 
minister’s adviser say that the budget was $2.5 million? 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  Yes. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  Was the total amount of that budget spent last year on cadet units; and, if not, how much 
was spent?  Will the minister advise the number of cadets and cadet units and whether they have increased in the 
past three years?   

[10.30 am] 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  There are 154 units, and 6 500 young people in them.  We are negotiating to establish six 
units, and they are almost on stream.  You asked whether the number has been increasing steadily over the past 
three years.  

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  The point I made earlier is that it is a good program that is going well.  I want to know 
whether all the budget allocation was spent on it.  If not, how much was not spent?  How will it be expanded, 
given that the budget allocation does not differ?   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  It has not all been spent yet.  However, as I said, we are establishing six new units, so the 
cost of those units will take up any unspent funds.  

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  Do you intend to spend the whole amount to continue to expand that program? 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  Yes.   

Mr J.N. HYDE:  Reference is made in the second last dot point on page 945 to a resource guide of family and 
domestic violence services.  What are the goals of this project and what are the likely outcomes from it?   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  Approximately 10 per cent of women who are violated or abused in domestic violence 
cases come forward seeking services.  We want to ensure that the services - there are a significant number for 
victims and perpetrators - are available regardless of the location of the victim or the perpetrator.  The goal is to 
bring together in one central Internet location all the services that relate to family and domestic violence.  It will 
be a complete resource that is available everywhere.  The guide will be in an easy-to-access format intended for 
use by counsellors, advocates, outreach workers, police, social workers and other people who are working in the 
field so that they can have information on hand for their clients.  It is about making sure that the names of all the 
services that are funded either by government or other sources are freely available to enable people to access 
them.  The project is well under way.  We anticipate launching the Internet site in August 2004.  

Mr J.N. HYDE:  They are important issues.  The Ngaanyatjarra lands cover 250 000 square kilometres.  In the 
past they have not had Internet access.  We are now providing funding so that, for the first time, those 17 
communities will have Internet access.  This resource is part of the domestic violence prevention program.  We 
seem to often focus on what has happened after an incident rather than acknowledging the important work of 
prevention and getting the necessary information.  I imagine that at this time an Internet-based resource will be 
able to cover most of the State.  

Ms S.M. McHALE:  That is the intention.  It acknowledges that it is difficult to disseminate information in 
traditional ways to remote Western Australia.  The Internet is an excellent way of disseminating information.  It 
is very much part of the program for prevention of violence against women and children.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I refer the minister to the positive ageing policy on page 929 under output 3.  Funding for 
the coming year shows a modest increase of $42 000, with a total funding of $1.647 million for next year, which 
is almost the same amount budgeted for this year.  Probably close to $1 million of the program funding will be 
spent on the 18 FTEs.  It raises the question of how Government will implement its ageing strategy without 
additional funding.  I remind the minister that only three weeks ago she announced an extra $3.1 million for a 
package of initiatives stemming from the active ageing strategy.  Where are they in this budget?   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  The figures on page 928 reflect the funding that has been allocated to my portfolios’ 
appropriations the announcement I made a couple of weeks ago.  The commitment of $3.1 million is over four 
years and not all of it will be allocated to my budget.  Some of it will be allocated to health and some to other 
agencies.  It is an across-government strategy and recognises the importance of agencies working to promote 
active ageing.  
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Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  The minister made a lovely announcement that $3.1 million would be spent on seniors, yet 
it will be shared among many government agencies.  If she is talking about Homeswest and other agencies, it 
should not come under the active ageing strategy, which was the term under which it was announced.   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  The figures on page 928 indicate that this department will spend $204 000 as a direct result 
of the commitment to active ageing; next year $377 000 and so on.  The Department of Health will also receive 
additional funding.   

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Are the figures on page 928 allocated to the minister’s department rather than being spread 
over other departments?   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  That is right.  The commitment we made of $3.1 million over four years is an across-
government amount.  Over the four years, this department will receive $1.2 million, which is shown on page 
928.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  According to the outputs and appropriation summary, women’s interests will receive more 
than $2 million while seniors will receive only $1.6 million under the active ageing policy.  Does the minister 
not think that is something of an outrage against the seniors in our society? 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  One of the difficulties with understanding the budget is that funding is not allocated to the 
entities.  We are required to report by outputs, so we report by outputs.  This is as we discussed in relation to 
children and youth, and the same issue applies to women and seniors.  It is across the various outputs.  If the 
member would like me to provide information on seniors similar to that which I am providing for children and 
youth, I am happy to do that by supplementary information.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Okay. 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I will provide by supplementary information the total amount of funds that are spent by the 
Office for Seniors Interests and Volunteering.   

[Supplementary information No A13.]  
Ms S.M. McHALE:  This is a significant increase in funds to allow us to do some good work with active ageing.  
To secure the $3.1 million is a very good commitment. 

[10.40 am] 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Over four years across many agencies. 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  Yes, but we are also -  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Quite frankly, they are not really being given a great deal of assistance - not from the 
minister’s department, which is the one that is most responsible. 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I believe the work we will be doing will be very innovative.  Although the member might 
think that some projects need huge amounts of money, on other projects we can work together with local 
government and other organisations to do some good stuff for seniors. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK:  I refer the minister to the second dot point on page 940 and to the reference to continued 
funding of 17 volunteer resource centres.  Why do we need these centres, and how are they assisting 
volunteering in Western Australia? 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  Western Australia is leading the way in quite a number of social policy areas.  Certainly, 
the work we are doing for volunteers and volunteering is recognised nationally.  In 2002-03 we established 13 
new volunteer resource centres.  The purpose of them is to link people who want to volunteer with organisations 
that need volunteers.  It is about matching the skills and interests of volunteers with those organisations.  The 
centres are like a clearing house of both information and people.  They are working extremely well at a local 
level in the local community.  They are becoming the hub of information for training for volunteers, funding and 
issues such as insurance and risk management, which we need to push home to volunteer organisations.  They 
have been a great example of a partnership at a local level between local governments and the department.  The 
feedback we got last week during National Volunteer Week was very supportive of the volunteer resource 
centres.  That can be seen in the increased number of people who are volunteering.  I can tell the member that the 
number of volunteers in Western Australia has increased quite significantly since the mid to late 1990s.  I do not 
have the figures with me.  However, I believe it is in part because of the focus on volunteers and this sort of 
work, which supports volunteers.  It uses the research that has been done on what motivates people to volunteer, 
and that is used to help organisations link in to volunteers. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE:  I direct the minister to page 945 and to the dot point in the middle of the page, the eighth 
one down, which is about introducing mandatory training for all foster carers.  I have a number of very short, 
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sharp questions.  The first one is: what is the budget allocation for the introduction of this training?  How many 
foster carers does the minister expect to receive that training in the forthcoming year?  How many hours of 
training will each foster carer receive, and what will be the content of that training?  Would the minister also tell 
me the percentage of foster carers who will receive training in the forthcoming year, as well as the number? 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I may have answered the question about the training earlier.  Essentially, the training is 
about loss and grief, separation, play, parenting skills, how to deal with adolescent behaviour and issues in 
assisting young people to leave care.  There are training elements on abuse and dealing with children who were 
abused prior to going into care, and the effect of placements on children, their carers and their families.  They are 
the main points.  We do not have the specific budget.  I am happy to provide that.  Of the new workers, we are 
allocating 2.5 full-time equivalents to work with foster carers.  That is part of strengthening the environments for 
children in care. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE:  Will they provide the training? 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  They will provide the training. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE:  What qualifications will they have? 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I will ask Mr McCulloch to give the details in answer to those questions. 

Mr McCULLOCH:  We have not appointed the people to the positions yet, obviously.  The extra 2.5 people will 
assist with the training of carers.  We are working through the qualifications for those workers now.  However, 
they will have had extensive experience in the foster care area, and also have an in-depth knowledge of things 
such as child development and some of the things the minister mentioned, such as grief and loss etc. 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  They will also need to be skilled in training and how to deliver appropriate training units 
and so on.  By way of supplementary information, I will provide the budget and the anticipated number of foster 
carers that we expect to be trained. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE:  I also ask for details of the number of hours of training that the minister expects each one 
of those people to receive. 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  Okay. 

[Supplementary Information No A14.] 
Ms S.M. McHALE:  I am happy to provide also the hours of training. 

Mr S.R. HILL:  I refer the minister to the third dot point on page 927, which deals with the development of 
legislation for employment screening for those working with children.  What stage has this reached, and why has 
no provision been made in the 2004-05 budget? 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  The work on the employment screening is ongoing.  The legislation is being drafted by the 
parliamentary draftspeople.  It is not in the budget because we do not put items in the budget for things that are 
not yet in place.  We are dealing with the associated costs of this legislation outside the budget process directly 
with the Expenditure Review Committee.  This is an area of government policy that is very costly in other States.  
We need to take that into account.  However, I can assure the member that the drafting is well under way.  
Further work is still to be done to make sure that we have consulted with those who will be affected by it.  We 
are also doing work such as developing the guidelines associated with the screening and the need to have a 
community education strategy.  From an employment perspective, this is a significant shift, and we need to make 
sure that we have looked at things like recruiting, selecting staff and so on.  It is a huge commitment.  We are 
working through the budget issues, and the drafting of the legislation has begun. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  I refer the minister to the significant issues and trends on page 927 and to the introduction 
of the department’s Children and Community Services Bill 2003.  During debate on that Bill, the minister was 
very reluctant to give us any figures for the funding of that, given all the new orders etc.  Can the minister tell me 
where the funding for that is in the budget and what is being funded? 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  The budget for new staff includes an estimate of the staff that we will need for the 
implementation of the legislation. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  Where is that? 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  It is part of the 50 new staff. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  Whereabouts is that in the budget? 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I think the member will find it under the same table that contains the new policy initiatives.  
Output 7 is one of them.  I used a table in relation to active ageing. 
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Ms S.E. WALKER:  What amount has been put aside for this?  

[10.50 am] 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  We are working on the basis that approximately 15 or 16 additional staff are required.  
However, it is my view that the Bill enshrines a good practice.  It is hard to say that the Bill requires X amount 
of dollars, and therefore X is in the budget under item “blah”.  We are saying that we believe about 16 extra staff 
will be required.  We believe that we can manage with the extra 50 staff that have been provided.  I will ask Ms 
Jane Brazier to comment on the management of the legislation over the coming years.  It would be nice to think 
that the legislation will be operational this financial year.  However, the legislation must be passed in the upper 
House.   

Ms S.E. WALKER:  Is it prioritised?   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  Absolutely.  The Government got the legislation passed through this Chamber and I 
desperately want it to pass through the upper House.  The member for Nedlands could ensure that her colleagues 
do not refer it to the never-never and send it to the Legislation Committee, never to see the light of day.  That is 
my aim and that is what the member can do to assist in that.   

Ms BRAZIER:  There are a number of costs in addition to the caseworker costs.  The caseworker costs will 
obviously be absorbed by the 50 workers who have been made available.  It is believed that with an injection of 
that number of resources into the field, the department would be able to rationalise some of its overall resource 
usage to enable the other commitments to be met.  There are costs associated with leaving care, as the member 
would appreciate.  The department has estimated the number of children who would leave care and what the 
costs associated with that might be.  The department also has looked in some detail at the new orders and the 
number of them.  Some calculations have been made regarding the number of orders that might need to be 
funded and the workers who would be involved in those.  The overall cost on which we are working over the 
four-year period is $8.9 million.   

Ms S.E. WALKER:  I have a further question.   

The CHAIRMAN:  Is it on the same theme? 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  Absolutely.   

Mr J.N. HYDE:  That is seven questions.   

Ms S.E. WALKER:  I did not think that the member for Perth could count.   

Mr J.N. HYDE:  I can count, which is why we are in government and you are in opposition.   

Ms S.E. WALKER:  Yesterday I asked the Attorney General whether he would fund what the Chief Justice 
outlined would be required for the Children’s Court when this legislation is proclaimed.  The Chief Justice, after 
discussions with the Department for Community Development and the Children’s Court, said that the Children’s 
Court needed an extra judge and 1.8 magistrates immediately.  A document I have says that the Children’s Court 
-  

The CHAIRMAN:  Can the member for Nedlands refer to a line item in the budget papers?   

Ms S.E. WALKER:  I have already referred to it.   

The CHAIRMAN:  Is the member quoting from the budget papers now? 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  Yes, I have already referred to it.  I am still on the same question of significant issues and 
trends under the first dot point on page 927 of the Budget Statements in relation to the - 

The CHAIRMAN:  Is the document in the member’s hand a budget paper?   

Ms S.E. WALKER:  It is about the Children and Community Services Bill 2003, under resourcing.   

The CHAIRMAN:  The member for Nedlands has asked three questions on this matter so far.   

Ms S.E. WALKER:  That is right.  I am asking the last one, Mr Chairman.  

The CHAIRMAN:  Can the member make it quick, please? 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  The Chief Justice said that the Department for Community Development collaborated with 
the Chief Justice but that the Attorney General had no knowledge of that.  There is no funding - it is not funny, 
minister - for the Children’s Court to process any of the new orders that will be put in place.   

Mr J.N. HYDE:  There is no question mark.   
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Ms S.E. WALKER:  Today the minister told me that the budget papers were prepared in February.  When this 
matter was debated in April the minister could not point to where the funding would go.  It will collapse into a 
big hole.   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  Let us put things into perspective.  It is the biggest single injection of funds into this 
department, which was neglected over the past 10 years.  I smiled because the member for Nedlands said that the 
Attorney General did not know anything about it.   

Ms S.E. WALKER:  He did not.  Read the transcript of yesterday’s estimates. 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  In my view, the member probably misheard.  The Attorney General, as a member of 
Cabinet -  

Ms S.E. WALKER:  The minister was not here, but I was. 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  The Attorney General was party to the discussions of the costings of this Bill.  If the 
member did not understand the Attorney General, that is for her to deal with, not me.   

Ms S.E. WALKER:  I absolutely did. 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I can tell the member that work has been done between the Department for Community 
Development and the Department of Justice to look into the additional cost.  Treasury has indicated that the 
Department of Justice can go back to the economic review committee to further look at the additional costs.  
That has been analysed and dealt with.  It is not in this budget because it is unlikely that the legislation will 
impact on the Department of Justice in the coming financial year.  The member for Nedlands can huff and puff -  

Ms S.E. WALKER:  That is not what the Chief Justice said to the courts. 

The CHAIRMAN:  Order, members! 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  If the Opposition does not pass the Bill through the upper House, we will not have a Bill to 
deal with.   

Mr J.N. HYDE:  I refer to the early years strategy, which is the first dot point under major achievements on page 
933 of the Budget Statements.  It is stated that the department has strengthened communities to support seniors 
and promote positive ageing.  I understand that a later dot point refers to allocating 19 new intergenerational 
grants.  Exactly what are intergenerational grants, and how have they aided positive ageing?   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  This picks up on the studies into young people mixing with older people.  A lot of 
similarities have been found between young people and older people.  Good work has been done internationally 
about how to encourage positive ageing.  Older people can feel healthier when they interact with young people, 
through reading or other activities.  In this program the Government has funded through a series of grants 
intergenerational playgroups in which children under the age of five, carers, parents and older people mix.  
Those people could meet at a local government facility.  These groups are used in a similar program operating in 
a hostel for aged people in Forrestfield, which is working fantastically well.  Residents have reported a high level 
of satisfaction from having young children present in the facility.  The sorts of practical things we are seeing are 
a reduction in loneliness and boredom.  The young kids have a playgroup.  The older residents might have direct 
contact with the children by reading to them or by sharing information and stories.  An added benefit of that is 
that sometimes the parents are isolated and do not have older family members.  Networks are beginning to be 
developed.  The Government believes that those intergenerational contacts are very positive.  So far the 
intergenerational playgroup has proven to be highly successful.   

Mr J.N. HYDE:  I have a further question.   

The CHAIRMAN:  Is it on the same subject?   

Mr J.N. HYDE:  Yes.  One of my concerns is with indigenous communities.  I understand that the Bidyadanga 
community applied for a grant for that purpose.  Was that group successful?   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  It was.  It will be interesting to see how that develops.  The Government has tried to ensure 
that indigenous communities have access to the funds.  Bidyadanga at La Grange has received a grant.   

Sitting suspended from 11.00 to 11.10 am 
[Mr A.P. O’Gorman took the Chair.] 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  The second dot point on page 936 refers to the youth media survey results that were 
released in November 2003.  It involved more than 11 000 young people and reflected their views, aspirations 
and concerns.  I think this is good, but I cannot see any reference in the budget papers to youth advisory 
councils.  Are these youth advisory councils still receiving support and how many are still operating? 
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Ms S.M. McHALE:  Yes, they are still operating.  There are 85 throughout the State that are still operating. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  Is there an allocation in the budget? 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  No, because the youth advisory councils are funded or managed through local government.  
We support them with information etc, but we do not fund them per se.  We offer training and we disseminate 
information. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  Is local government provided with any incentive to have those youth advisory councils?  
I ask this question because I know that a couple have dropped off.  In line with what the minister is doing, this 
seems to be an ideal mechanism to involve youth and to understand their concerns and issues.  As a member of 
Parliament, I found them very useful. 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I am aware that a couple have dropped off, mainly because they were established by one or 
two young people in the community who were an absolute driving force.  They have moved on and a 
replacement person has not come forward.  There are incentives through local government.  That is a very good 
way of nurturing future talent for councils and so on.  We believe that they are a good mechanism for certain 
types of young people; not all young kids are attracted to youth advisory councils, but we support them.  I think 
Esperance was one - it may not have been Esperance, but there was one town where the council folded for want 
of a person who would lead.  We tried to work with some young people in that town to find a replacement. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  Would it be possible to look at providing some financial assistance to those areas in the 
future? 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  When we can secure more funds for that, it is something we might look at, but when we 
took over the budget, our priority was to make sure there were other ways of engaging with young people. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  One of the major policy decisions on page 928 refers to 50 case workers involved in the 
protection of and care for children.  I want to ask the minister a question about child protection and allegations of 
sexual abuse against children.  I have been made aware, and I am sure the minister is aware, that allegations of 
sexual abuse have been made involving some Western Australian children, allegedly by a Western Australian 
man.  The offences are alleged to have taken place over east.  I do not want to go into detail, but the minister 
must be aware of this case.  I am told that the minister is aware of this case, health is aware of it and the police 
are aware of it.  I am told that nothing has happened in Western Australia because the offences are alleged to 
have taken place in the eastern States.  I am sure the minister’s staff would know about this case.  The minister 
has a responsibility for the protection of Western Australian children.  I want to know why the minister’s 
department has done nothing to ensure that the alleged perpetrator is brought to justice. 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  It is really difficult for me to even begin to put an answer together for that sort of vague 
question.  I know of one case, but I am not sure whether it is the case the member is talking about, but we are - 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  It involves more than one child. 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  If an alleged perpetrator moves interstate, we do everything we can to bring the perpetrator 
back through extradition. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  He is here. 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  The best way to answer this question is to talk about this particular case, because I do not 
know which case the member is talking about.  I can talk about the principles.  If the family and victims move 
interstate - 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  The victims are here. 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  And the perpetrator is here? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Yes. 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  Who is interstate? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  The offences are alleged to have taken place interstate.  The minister’s chief of staff 
probably knows what I am talking about. 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  In all honesty, I do not know which case the member is talking about.  I am happy to deal 
with this out of session, because the member is not giving me any facts and it would be inappropriate to name 
the people anyway.  If the offence happened in another State, my understanding is that the police in that State 
would have to investigate that case, in the same way that if an offence occurred in Western Australia and the 
perpetrators and the victims went east, our police would investigate the allegations of abuse.  In the case I 
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thought the member was talking about, we have been desperately working with the police to get that person 
extradited back to Western Australia.  I am happy to deal with this out of session. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I am told that the police interstate are looking on this matter as a low priority, but as far as 
I am concerned it must be a high priority because it involves Western Australian children and the alleged 
perpetrator is a Western Australian man.  I think the minister and the department have a duty to follow up this 
matter to the nth degree to ensure that the alleged perpetrator is brought to justice.  What is the minister’s 
department doing in that area?   

[11.20 am] 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  The best way to deal with this issue is for the member for Hillarys and I to have a 
conversation after the estimates committee.  The member can give me the details of the case and I will find out 
exactly what is happening.  Saying that the department is doing nothing does not advance the debate, because I 
do not know what case we are talking about.   

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  What would the department do in a situation like this?   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  It would work with the police in Western Australia and in the State in which the offence 
occurred.  It would also work with the relevant departments in the State in which the offence occurred.   

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  This offence happened a year ago.   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I am trying to tell the member what would happen, but he continues coming back to the 
specifics of a case.  I cannot deal with an anonymous case.  I do not know whether we are talking about the same 
case.  As principals, we would work with the police in WA and in the other State.  We would work to ensure that 
the perpetrator was brought back if he or she had gone interstate.  If the perpetrator was in Western Australia, 
our police would work with the police in the other State on extradition provisions.  If the child was in another 
State, we would work with the relevant departmental agency to ensure that protective measures were taken, 
whether the child was in care or receiving counselling.   

The CHAIRMAN:  Member for Hillarys, the minister has clearly indicated that she cannot talk specifics.  She is 
giving the member general details.  I propose to move on because I am conscious that time is tight.  We are due 
to move on at 11.30am.   

Dr E. CONSTABLE:  I refer to the second dot point under major achievements for 2003-04 on page 933 of the 
Budget Statements, which refers to the Best Beginnings program.  How many families are involved in this 
program, where is the program located if it is not centrally located, what are the appropriations for the coming 
year and will additional families become involved?   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  The service operates in 15 different metropolitan and country locations.   

Dr E. CONSTABLE:  Can I get a list of those as supplementary information? 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I can give them now if the member wishes. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE:  They can be given as supplementary information to save time. 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I am happy to provide the locations by way of supplementary information.  I do not know 
the specific number of families, so I will advise that by way of supplementary information.   

The CHAIRMAN:  I advise that if the minister has the information it should be provided now for the benefit of 
everyone at the estimates committee.   

Dr E. CONSTABLE:  I thought I was saving time.   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I have given the wrong information.  I was talking about the Best Start program, but the 
member for Churchlands was asking about the Best Beginnings program.  Best Beginnings is located in Albany, 
Armadale, Joondalup, Midland, Mirrabooka and in the goldfields.   

Dr E. CONSTABLE:  Can the minister advise the number of families in each of those programs?   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I will provide that by way of supplementary information.  I am informed that we do not 
have any immediate plans to extend the number of families involved in the near future.   

Dr E. CONSTABLE:  Can the minister give any indication of the costs involved?  That was part of my question.   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I am happy to provide that by way of supplementary information.   

The CHAIRMAN:  Will the minister clarify what she will provide by way of supplementary information?   
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Ms S.M. McHALE:  I will provide the cost of each of those programs and the number of families who are 
supported by them.   

[Supplementary Information No A15.] 
Dr E. CONSTABLE:  Will the minister give some idea of the conceptual basis for this program?  

Ms S.M. McHALE:  The intention is to work with families who are typically very difficult to engage.  The 
families involved were being supported by a range of government and non-government agencies, but it was not 
always the case that those agencies knew that other agencies were working with the families.  The program is 
about ensuring that all the agencies that work with a particular family are aware of the investment of other 
agencies.  In that way, we can ensure that there are no gaps and no duplications in the service delivery.   

Dr E. CONSTABLE:  What type of evaluation is done?   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I defer to Ms Bagdonavicius to talk about the evaluation.   

Ms BAGDONAVICIUS:  I do not have the evaluation details with me, but certainly I could provide them as part 
of the additional supplementary information.   

Dr E. CONSTABLE:  I would like that information, Mr Chairman.  

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I am happy to provide by way of supplementary information the evaluation of the Best 
Beginnings program.   

[Supplementary Information No A16.] 
The CHAIRMAN:  The members for Nedlands, Perth and Wagin are on my list to ask questions.  We are due to 
finish at 11.30am.  If members have additional questions, the committee will have to decide whether to continue.   

Ms S.E. WALKER:  I refer to the third dot point under significant issues and trends on page 927 of the Budget 
Statements.  Last year during the Hollingworth crisis the minister issued a highly politicised, on-the-run policy of 
a child card.  Do foster carers have to go through a criminal record screening?   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  Yes.  

Ms S.E. WALKER:  When giving an answer today, the minister said that she did not know which child sexual 
molesters go through the program that her department funds and to which child sexual molesters are directed.  
Can the minister guarantee that a foster carer has not been through the SafeCare program?  She cannot.   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I am trying to disentangle some of the messages implied in that question.  Earlier I said that 
it is not always possible to identify the alleged perpetrator, regardless of whether SafeCare is involved.  The 
member for Nedlands has an absolute bias and is on the public record as saying that she would like to defund the 
organisation -  

Ms S.E. WALKER:  I am trying to defend children.   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  So be it.  The member for Nedlands will have to stand and be accounted for using child 
abuse as a political issue.  I am telling the member the facts of working with child abuse.  It is not always 
possible to identify the perpetrator.  Foster carers undergo criminal screening.  We also carry out a departmental 
check, so that if a foster carer has been known to be responsible for any abuse, even though he or she may not 
have a conviction, we will do our very best to ensure that that check is made.  I use this opportunity to caution 
the member for Nedlands.  When she went on the ABC, she said that no-one in her party was aware of SafeCare.  
I want to make it absolutely clear that the previous Minister for Community Services, the member for Kingsley, 
was briefed on SafeCare and endorsed its position.  Previous ministers Roger Nicholls and Rhonda Parker were 
briefed on SafeCare and extended its service agreement.  I caution the member for Nedlands to not make 
incorrect and outlandish statements.   

[11.30 am] 

Mr J.N. HYDE:  The member for Nedlands has gone off to sulk!  I refer to page 934 and the fourth dot point 
under major initiatives for 2004-05, which states -  

Develop a strategy to support grand families.   

I do not know whether the hyphen is missing, because I am sure all families are grand.  Can the minister provide 
some detail on this strategy?   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I thank the member for Perth for the question.  We have been working extensively with 
grandparents and grandchildren over the past 18 months to see how we can support the increasing number of 
grand families in our community.  A survey has indicated that about 3 500 grandchildren are being cared for by 
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their grandparents on a full-time basis.  That is a significant number.  We held a round table forum in 2003 for 
service providers who work with grandparents raising their grandchildren.  That forum identified the need to 
expand support groups, particularly outside the metropolitan area, the need to provide grandparents with 
therapeutic counselling services and the need to make sure that grandparents are aware of the existing services 
that can assist them.  We are organising consultation with external stakeholders to further develop our policy on 
grandparents.  We are developing a grandparents information resource kit and looking at expanding the range of 
counselling services.  As the member would know, we have increased the funding for Wanslea Family Services.  
We held a forum in November last year, and that has now led to a number of camps for grandchildren and 
grandparents, so that we can provide further support for grandchildren and grandparents.  We have provided a 
text on seniors and the law -  

Ms M.M. QUIRK:  That was excellent. 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I thank the member for Girrawheen.  That was quite a generic test, but it also focused on 
the need for grandparents to have further information about parenting, guardianship and so on.  Again, it is a bit 
like volunteering.  The State is doing some very good work for grandparents.  It is an area in which we want to 
extend services.  We are providing counselling.  We are providing opportunities for grandchildren and 
grandparents to get together at camps.  At the two weekends camps, a psychologist will be available to deal with 
any issues that come up at the camp and to work with the families should the need arise.  Those camps will give 
us an opportunity to hear directly what additional support services we need to develop.   

Mr J.N. HYDE:  How many grandchildren are being looked after by grandparents in our care scheme in this 
State?  Previously I thought it was 2 500 or 3 000.  Is there a more up-to-date figure? 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  We do not have an absolutely accurate piece of information.  We do know that 260 of the 
children who are living in a formal care arrangement are living with their grandparents.  That comprises 13 per 
cent of children in care.  We also know from another report that was done in 2002 that approximately 3 500 
children are being cared for by their grandparents or other family members.  

The CHAIRMAN:  Members, there was an agreement this morning that we would finish division 55 at 11.30 
am.  I will be guided by members as to what they want to do. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  We want to continue a bit longer on this division.   

Mr J.N. HYDE:  Given that level of grandparent involvement, I am hoping that they are able to access funding 
through the emergency child support subsidy.   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I am advised that they are.  However, it depends on the circumstances of the situation.  
There is nothing to preclude them from seeking that funding.  However, the provision of that funding is means 
tested; so, if they meet the means test, they will be eligible for that assistance.   

Ms M.M. QUIRK:  I refer to page 932, output performance measures, and the allocation of resources for 
women’s issues.  The Office of Women’s Policy allocates a number of grants to women’s groups and 
community organisations.  What is the purpose of this grants program, to whom are the grants allocated, and 
what is the budgeted expenditure for 2004-05?   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I thank the member for Girrawheen for the question.  The grants program is intended to 
provide relatively small amounts of money to community organisations to support the participation of women in 
a range of activities.  The money has been used to fund seminars, workshops, leadership training and 
development opportunities.  In 2003-04 we allocated about $80 000 to 46 different community projects.  In 
2004-05, the funding is $100 000.   

Mr M.F. BOARD:  Do the youth awards still exist; and, if so, what is the allocation for this year, and how does 
that compare with the situation when the Labor Party came to government in 2001?  What is the funding to the 
Youth Advisory Council of Western Australia, what programs will it fund this year, and how does that compare 
with the situation in previous years?   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  Is the member referring to a specific page? 

Mr M.F. BOARD:  These items come under output 2, children’s and young persons’ policy.  However, the 
difficulty with this budget is that they are hidden under that output, so they could be on page 934, or on page 
935, or somewhere else, because they are not specifically mentioned.  We want to know whether these programs 
still exist and whether funding has been allocated to them. 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  The youth awards still exist.  The funding allocation in this budget for the youth awards is 
$232 000. 
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Mr M.F. BOARD:  What was it when the Labor Party came to government?   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I will provide that by way of supplementary information.   

Mr M.F. BOARD:  I know what it was.   

[Supplementary Information No A17.] 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  We have increased the funding to YACWA in 2002.  The budget was $100 000 when we 
came into government and we have increased it to $130 000.   

[11.40 am] 

Mr M.F. BOARD:  Is that funding tied to particular programs? 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  It is not particularly tied; it is funding for strategic purposes.  The important thing is that we 
increased it by 30 per cent.  The member asked about sponsorship for youth awards.  I do not have that 
information in front of me, but I am happy to provide it by way of supplementary information. 

Mr M.F. BOARD:  I am particularly interested to know whether any funding from outside the public sector 
supports that program. 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  Sure. 

The CHAIRMAN:  What detail will the minister provide? 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I will provide by way of supplementary information the sponsorship that we received for 
youth awards, either in kind or in cash, from agencies outside of government.   

[Supplementary Information No A18.] 
Mr M.F. BOARD:  In a previous answer the minister indicated that the allocation for funding to Cadets WA was 
underspent this year, yet she indicated in answer to an earlier question that she had capped the funding and 
retarded the amount per year to allow growth within the program.  Those two things do not line up.  The minister 
obviously does not want to expand the program or it is not being accelerated.  Is it intended this year to 
accelerate that program for a greater number of cadets and a greater number of programs?  The minister 
indicated six programs, but that does not mean that an overall greater number participate in the program.  As the 
minister knows, it is a program for which I have a particular passion and if she would let it grow I think it would 
grow significantly. 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  There are six weeks left in the financial year, therefore I would not expect it all to be spent.  
We wish to expand the program.  I referred to six programs, but I do not know whether we can expand beyond 
that.  We want to engage indigenous kids who typically do not engage in the cadets style of program and we are 
very interested in talking to indigenous kids about how we can make it reflect their particular style and needs.   

Mr Chair, I think that might have been the last question in this division.  I wish to acknowledge the Director 
General of the Department for Community Development and all her staff for the work that we have done 
collectively in the past 12 months, particularly in shaping the budget.  This is a great budget for the department 
and therefore for children.  I want to put on the public record my absolute appreciation for the very detailed work 
that is undertaken by the department.   

The appropriation was recommended. 

Mr M.F. BOARD:  Mr Chairman, I would like to ask a question about how you might chair these sessions.  If 
the group of members on our side want to pursue a particular line of questioning, rather than each member repeat 
questions, might one member be able to ask additional questions or will you give the call alternately to 
government and opposition members regardless of where they sit in the Parliament? 

The CHAIRMAN:  Four members have already sought the call.  If the member for Murdoch wants to pursue a 
particular line of questioning, he can ask for a further question and that will be granted.  That is the way we 
operated yesterday and the way we have operated today. 

Mr M.F. BOARD:  Mr Chairman, that is not the purpose of my question.  If members of the Opposition would 
prefer one member to ask more questions on their behalf, are you prepared to give that person the call to ask 
more questions rather than rotate members around, which will result in the Government asking twice as many 
questions as the Opposition; or will you give the call alternately to the Government and the Opposition? 

The CHAIRMAN:  It depends on who seeks the call.   
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Mr M.F. BOARD:  I put on record that the Opposition would like every second call to go to the Government so 
that we have an opportunity to pursue our questions. 

The CHAIRMAN:  Does the member for Murdoch wish me to give the Opposition every second call? 

Mr M.F. BOARD:  Yes. 

Mr J.N. HYDE:  We would be delighted; four questions in a row went to the Opposition 20 minutes ago.   

Dr E. CONSTABLE:  We got four, actually.  It worked well the way it was. 

The CHAIRMAN:  Members, we are wasting time.  Let us get going. 
 


